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possible for anyone to be, while Vivien on the contrary was only too
lively, and was for ever taking up some new thing and as promptly
tiring of it, and flying off to something else which held his fickle
fancy an equally short time.   As these two children would possibly
inherit the kingdom, it was natural that their people should take
a great interest in them, and it fell out that all the tranquil and
peace-loving citizens desired that Placida should one day be their
Queen, while the rash and quarrelsome hoped great things for
Vivien.   Such a division of ideas seemed to promise civil wars and
all khids of troubles to the State, and even in the Palace the two
parties frequently came into collision.   As for the children them-
selves, though they were too well brought up to quarrel, still the
difference in all their tastes and feelings made it impossible for them
to like one another, so there seemed no chance of their ever con-
senting to be married, which was a pity, since that was the only
thing that would have satisfied both parties.   Prince Vivien was
fully aware of the feeling in his favour, but being too honourable to
wish to injure his pretty cousin, and perhaps too impatient and
volatile to care to think seriously about anything, he suddenly took
\fc into his head that he would go off by himself in search of adven-
ture.   Luckily this idea occurred to frirn when he was on horseback,
for he would certainly have set out on foot rather than lose an
instant.    As it was, he simply turned his horse's head, without
another thought than that of getting out of the kingdom as soon
as possible.   This abrupt departure was a great blow to the State,
espiecially as no one had any idea what had become of the Prince,
Even King Gridelin, who had never cared for anything since the
disappearance of Queen Santorina, was roused by this new loss, and
though he could not so much as look at the Princess Placida with-
out shedding floods of tears, he resolved to see for himself what
talents and capabilities she showed.   He very soon found out that
in addition to her natural indolence, she was being as much indulged
and spoilt day by day as if the Fairy had been her grandmother,
and was obliged to remonstrate very seriously upon the subject,
Lolotte took his reproaches meekly, and promised faithfully that she
would not encourage the Princess in her idleness and indifference
aaiy more.  From this moment poor Placida's troubles began I   She
was actually expected to choose her own dresses, to take care of her
jewels, and to find her own amusements; but rather than take so
much trouble she wore the same old frock from morning till night,
and never appeared in public if she could possibly avoid it.   How-